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The Last Things when GOD will be All in All 
Saint Benedict’s Cluster Parishes, Saint Aidan’s Johnstone 

Thursday 31 March 
 
 

Dear brothers and sisters, it is a joy for us to be here for our Station Mass in Saint Aidan’s 

and our Saint Benedict’s Cluster parishes.  This is our final Station Mass of this season and 

it may be that we leave the best to last.   

 

In our Station Masses this Lent we are reflecting on the Creed, the Profession of Faith we 

make every time we gather for Sunday Mass and that provides us with a simple summary 

of our Catholic Faith.  It is good for us to take time to reflect a little on the words we 

profess so that we can understand them more deeply and so proclaim them from the 

heart with renewed conviction.  This evening we are reflecting on the final part of our 

Creed, or on the Last Things as they are called, where we profess our faith in the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

 

In the earlier dated Apostles’ Creed we profess our belief in the resurrection of the body 

and life everlasting. It is this belief in the resurrection of our bodies or flesh that makes 

our Christian faith unique.  Almost every age and culture believes in some sort of 

immortality of our souls, that after we die and our bodies are buried in the earth, 

something of us goes on to live in a world beyond this one.  As Catholics we, too, believe 

that, at the moment of our death, our immortal soul goes on to meet the LORD in 

judgement and immediately learns and begins its eternal destiny.  But that is not the end. 

 

As Catholics, instead, we believe that the souls of our faithful departed are now awaiting 

the Second Coming of the LORD in glory when He will come down to earth to open their 

graves and raise their mortal bodies to be with Him.  That is, we believe the LORD will raise 

up our bodies again at the end of time, reunite them with our souls and lead us, purified 

from sin and glorified, into His New Creation as men and women complete, body and soul.   

How glorious we will be we cannot imagine, any more than we could imagine how the few 

sacks of grain are somehow transformed into glorious field of wheat.   

 

Yes, the GOD Who made us in the flesh, and came in the flesh, and died in the flesh and 

rose in the flesh, will come to save us in the end also in our flesh.    
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All of this also includes, then, that the LORD will judge us by how we lived in the flesh and 

not just in spirit.  That means it will not be enough for us to plead that we wished the poor 

and needy well, for the spirit is always willing the best to everyone.  Rather, we will be 

judged on how we put ourselves out, went out of our way to help those in need of our 

love, and on how far we said: This is my body for you, to help you up.  We already know 

the questions the LORD will ask us when we face Him: I was hungry and thirsty, naked and 

a stranger, sick and imprisoned.  We hope we can show Him how we gave Him food and 

drink, clothing and welcome, how we died a little to ourselves in order to live for Him in 

others.  For if we have died with Christ, we will also live with Him.  

 

By living the life of Jesus here on earth we are well prepared for the life everlasting we 

will take up immediately after our death.  So, it is good for us to reflect on the moment of 

our death and our judgement before Jesus, the Judge of the living and the dead, according 

to how we lived for GOD and for others in our daily lives.  It is important for us to be 

prepared because at stake we know is our entrance into Heaven, immediately or after 

Purgatory, or to Hell with all its pains and torments.   

 

How we long for Heaven and the final happiness it will bring us, gathered around Jesus 

and Mary, the angels and the saints as the Church of Heaven, seeing GOD face to face in a 

communion of love with the Most Blessed Trinity! 

 

Of course, since nothing defiled can enter Heaven, it may be that, dying in GOD’s friendship 

and assured of eternal life, we will yet need some time in Purgatory and a final polishing 

up before enjoying forever the happiness of Heaven.  Purgatory is a place infinitely 

happier than here on earth since it is a place where there is no sin and where all souls 

know together they are saved.  But it is a place of profound pining since our souls have 

seen GOD, our Beloved, face to face and want nothing else than to be with Him forever.  

That is why the Church encourages us to remember the souls of the faithful departed in 

Purgatory in our daily prayers, especially in the Sacrifice of Holy Mass, and in almsgiving, 

indulgences and works of penance, in the assurance that our efforts here on earth can and 

do speed them home to Heaven. 
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Please GOD our souls and those of our loved one avoid the pain of Hell.  We should not 

fool ourselves and fall into the common delusion that Hell and the Devil are not real and 

determined on our world’s destruction, when Jesus warned us so clearly and insistently 

of these realities.  How awful to turn our backs on GOD and live as if He did not matter, to 

refuse His merciful love and face eternal separation from Him in Whom alone is the life 

and happiness for which we long and for which we were created.  The LORD, perish the 

thought.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus mourns over a world that refuses to come to Him for life, 

has no love of GOD in it, refuses to accept Him Who has come in the name of the Father and 

looks only for human approval.   

 

Yet it is for this world which He loves so much that He came as Saviour.  So, with 

confidence, we pray to Him, the new Moses, to be our intercessor, just as the People of 

GOD when they left the way GOD marked out for them, had Moses to plead with the LORD 

on their behalf.  Moses pleaded effectively with the LORD to leave His burning wrath and 

relent and not bring on His People the disaster he had threatened.  In the same way Jesus 

always intercedes with the Father on our behalf  

 

In these Last Things, of our death and judgement, Hell and Heaven, the Church is our 

teacher and guide on earth and our intercessor with the Father in Heaven and, night and 

day speaks up with Him for our salvation.   

 

Staying close to the LORD’s Church, we can have every hope that, when He returns at the 

end of time as Judge of the living and the dead, He will spare us any lasting harm and 

welcome us into our happy reward and take us with Him, in our risen flesh, to the new 

Heavens and new earth to share His glory in the Kingdom of God where GOD is all in all.  

 
 


