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After Sin, the Promise and Hope of a Messiah 
Holy Family, Saint Stephen’s Cluster Parishes, Port Glasgow 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, we come together for this third Station Mass and it is a joy to 

be with you, the faithful of Port Glasgow in our Saint Stephen’s cluster.   

 

In this year’s Station Masses we are reflecting on the Creed that we profess at every 

Sunday Mass and which is a summary of what we, as Catholics, have believed through 

history and which unites us today still across the world.   This evening we are reflecting 

on that part of our Creed where we profess that: for us men and for our salvation He, the 

LORD, came down from Heaven, (and that) for our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate, suffered death and was buried. (How) He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead and His kingdom will have no end.  Because of our Baptism and our faith in 

Him, and only Him, mankind is now able to look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.   

 

Because our world has sinned and fallen, we need salvation.  It is all too plain for everyone 

to see.  Our beautiful world is not in the often sorry state it is in just because of some 

innocent mistakes but because of the deliberate sins of men and women; sin that has its 

root in the reign of the Devil, the fallen Angel, into whose clutches we have succumbed.  

Once we accept this, we realise that our world cannot be put right simply by better 

strategies and decision-making by people and nations, helpful though these may be, but 

needs salvation, and a salvation that comes from GOD alone.  This is what we mean when 

we profess that Jesus came for our salvation and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

 

Of course the way in which Jesus brought us salvation is all the proof we need that sin has 

consequences.  Sin causes terrible damage. We know it and have experienced it in the 

hurt caused in our families, friendships and relationships by cruel words and wounding 

behaviour.  We see the carnage it causes in wars and bombings to homes and 

communities.   

 

In all honesty, of course, we do not need to look to others around us or wars afar to know 

the reality and cost of sin. We need only look into our own hearts and lives.  First of all 

there is the terrible preoccupation with ourselves and our own rights and interests, 
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advancement and defence that leave us so astonishingly blind, deaf and mute to the lives 

of others around us.  And so, even at the very moment when Jesus was confiding in His 

Apostles the passion and death He was about to suffer, the mother of Zebedee’s sons came 

with her sons to make a request of him and said, ‘Promise that these two sons of mine may 

sit at your right hand and left in your kingdom.’  To add salt into Jesus’s wounds, when the 

other ten heard this they were indignant, not out of concern for Jesus but because they 

were annoyed at missing out on their own self-advancement.  That is sin for you!  It 

creates in us a craving to be served rather than to serve, to lord it over others, and make 

ourselves and our authority felt. This is what happens among us because of sin. 

 

And it gets worse when we are confronted with our sins. .  When the Prophet Jeremiah 

dared to point out the People’s sins to them, their pride would have none of it but returned 

only evil for good.  ‘Come on,’ they said, ‘let us concoct a plot against Jeremiah; Come on, let 

us hit at him with his own tongue  Is this not the way we often react when someone does 

the good of pointing out our sin and pointing instead the way to salvation?  We take 

offence rather than accepting the truth and then,  in our minds, we go over carefully every 

word they say, not to reflect on our sin but, instead, to dig a pit for their words.   

 

Sin!  How it can cause untold destruction, and injury that can take forever and a devil of 

sorrow and effort to repair.  

 

And that is why, for the sake of our sins and for the sins of the world, the LORD Jesus was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered death and was buried.  In today’s Gospel, as Jesus 

makes His way to the Festival in Jerusalem as the Lamb of GOD Who takes away the sins 

of the world, He foretells the heavy price He will pay:  Now we are going up to Jerusalem, 

and the Son of Man is about to be handed over to the chief priests and scribes. They will 

condemn him to death and will hand him over to the pagans to be mocked and scourged and 

crucified..  The Gospel of Our LORD’s Passion and our devotion of the Stations of the Cross 

draw out the terrible suffering involved for Jesus. 

 

The Gospel, however is Good News.  It is the Good News that God loved the world so much 

that He gave His only Son, so that whoever believes in Him shall may not be lost but may 

have eternal life.  
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 It was a love that GOD began to reveal to us the very day that sin entered the world and 

brought about the loss of Paradise for our first parents.  In the story of Genesis, as GOD 

punished the Devil for seducing our first parents, Adam and Eve, He pointed to a time 

when the Woman and her Offspring would eventually crush the Devil’s head. Buoyed up by 

this promise Adam began to call his wife Eve, which means Mother of the Living, not of the 

dead.  And so immediately after Sin, comes the promise and hope of a Messiah 

 

Because of our profession of faith in our Creed we now know that GOD Himself came 

down from Heaven to save humanity from sin, the loss of peace on earth and blessedness 

in Heaven.  This is why the Angel Gabriel revealed to Joseph and Mary that they were to 

name Him Jesus because He would be the One Who would save His people from their sins.  

Dear brothers and sisters, the most essential task we have in life is to be freed from our 

sins, and it is the most important objective of the world if it is to be spared lasting 

destruction.  It is Jesus, and Jesus alone, Who is capable of such mission. 

 

Jesus Christ is our world’s sorely needed, long awaited, and expectantly hoped for 

Messiah.  Only in Him is and can the world be redeemed from sin and restored to true 

justice, grace and friendship with GOD.  That is why Jesus of Nazareth is and always will 

be the most important human being who ever existed.  And yet He is so infinitely more 

than that, for Jesus is GOD Himself made man.  In Jesus, our Saviour, is the fullness of the 

Infinite and Eternal LORD in the Man from Nazareth.  This is what we profess in our Creed 

and it is what makes our faith in Jesus the Messiah and Christ extraordinary and unique.   

 

It is also what we pray in the Eucharistic Prayer at Mass as we remind Our Father GOD 

that when through disobedience we had lost Your friendship, you did not abandon us to the 

domain of death.  For You came in mercy to the aid of all.  Through the prophets You taught 

them to look forward to salvation.  And You so loved the world that in the fullness of time 

You sent Your Only Begotten Son to be our Saviour.   

 

This evening we truly admit and confess our sins so that we know what is means to 

profess our faith in Jesus who saves us from our sins.  And so, we look forward to the 

forgiveness of our sins, our resurrection, communion with the redeemed and life 

everlasting. 
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