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Canon Benedict O’Keeffe 

Requiem Mass 

 

 

Dear Brothers and sisters, we gather today to commend to the LORD the soul of our dear 

brother, Canon Benny O’Keeffe.  It is true that the death of every priest is a moment mixed 

with particular sadness and gratitude in the hearts of our people and clergy, but the 

passing of dear Benny after over sixty years of beautiful priestly presence and ministry 

among us is one of almost unique emotion and significance.  Was ever a priest more loved 

and cherished by the people!  Did ever a pastor so reassure the people that their GOD was 

as close to them as Our GOD!  Was ever a priest so universally held by clergy and people 

as a holy man in the most benign sense of the word, as a friend of GOD in his soul and 

radiant with pastoral charity in his priestly ministry.   

 

Born on 1st May 1928 in County Galway, Benny studied at the Agricultural College and 

University College, Dublin.  Even from his youth he grew in the love of His faith, especially 

of Our Blessed Mother through his devotion to the Legion of Mary.  Entering seminary in 

1954 he was ordained to the priesthood in 1960 and eventually called by GOD to priestly 

service, thank GOD, in the Diocese of Paisley.  Here he served as assistant priest in St 

John’s, Barrhead, St Joseph’s, Greenock, St John’s, Port Glasgow, St Andrew’s, Greenock 

and St Cadoc’s, Newton Mearns before he was appointed parish priest to serve the people 

in St Fillan’s, Houston and St Charles’s, Paisley.  He ended his days of active ministry 

returning to St Andrew’s, Greenock as assistant until 2011.  In doing so, he was the first 

priest in the diocese to prefer reappointment as an assistant priest over retirement and 

confided in a good friend that he was looking forward to returning to what he was 

ordained to do in full time pastoral ministry away from the cares of administration which 

so burden our priestly lives today.   

 

Thank GOD he was able to enjoy over a decade of retirement in the Little Sisters Home in 

Greenock, where he delighted the community with his presence among sisters and staff 

who tended to him with such care and affection.  In the Home he was able to reflect on his 
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fifty years of pastoral service in the diocese and his four years of service to our national 

Church the staff of Blairs College.   

 

Our Gospel for today brings us to Calvary and to the LORD’s offering of Himself on the 

Cross.  There Jesus offered up an eternal Sacrifice for the salvation of the world. It was a 

Sacrifice that Canon Benny made present every day for GOD’s Holy People.  Benny came 

to know, love and treasure the Holy Mass as the celebration of the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of the LORD.   He delighted in nothing more than celebrating weekly Sunday 

Mass together with his parishioners in the presence of the Risen LORD, and always looked 

forward to the sheer joy of Easter Sunday, the Day of Resurrection.  

 

The Pasqual Mystery is a mystery in which Jesus shows Himself to be with us in darkness 

and light; in the darkness of sorrow, suffering and death, and in the light of the Empty 

Tomb marked out by the brilliant clothes of the angels. In his priestly ministry, Father 

Benny accompanied generations of GOD’s People – families and parishioners - in their 

own moments of darkness and of great light and rejoicing.  He loved to share with them 

in the joy of family baptisms, first holy communions and weddings, but was also there for 

them in every moment of loss and tragedy; through his tender care of the dying and their 

grieving families to the funeral rites where he commended them to GOD, and afterwards 

in reassuring loved ones of the consolation of their faith.   

 

Especially in his care of the sick Benny’s priestly care came to light. As chaplain to the 

RAH in Paisley for three years and the IRH in Greenock for fifteen years, he brought the 

Sacraments and the light of Christ to the sick and the dying, as well as welcome 

consolation to their anxious and bereaved families. It was almost as if the heart rate of 

patients would miraculously slow and soften, and peace would come to them as they 

heard the gentle voice of Benny anointing them, and assuring them the LORD was near.  

 

His years of service to the people of Greenock, particularly as chaplain to the IRH was 

borne out in his wish to be buried from St Andrew’s.  He loved the people of Larkfield, 

and they loved him, as demonstrated by the turnout today. 
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Nor was Benny spared moments of sadness in his own life.  As well as the death of his 

parents, and close family and friends, he replaced his beloved cousin, Fr Paddy Burke of 

happy memory, when he died suddenly as parish priest of St Charles’.  Just as he 

recommended to his people, Benny trusted in the will of God, sustained by his own loving 

trust in the Divine Will, in the Mass, in his breviary and his personal devotions.  

 

In writing to the Church at Corinth, Saint Paul reminds us that all we set out to do should 

be done for the benefit of others and for the glory of God.  It could have summed up Canon 

Benny’s life, whether as a priest around the parish, or in our schools and homes, as 

chaplain in our hospitals, or in the service of young vocations; all was done for God’s 

greater glory and for the benefit of others and never his own. Not least in his service in 

Saint Vincent’s, Langbank and in Blairs College, he influenced a great number of young 

men, many never to be ordained, but who always held a special esteem for Fr O’Keefe.  He 

kept an interest in those who left, always ready with sound advice and wise words. 

 

The prophet Isaiah today gives us a vivid picture of the land, of its produce, its vineyards 

and branches. Canon Benny was a man of the soil and his heart remained there through 

his life, from his studies in the Agricultural College in Dublin to teaching science in 

Langbank and Blairs. Every parish where he served has evidence of his work on the 

grounds and gardens, especially in their cherry blossom trees. We hope the banquet of 

rich food, prepared on the mountain, is a hearty one, filled with the fruit of the earth, and 

happy reunions. 

 

And how could we conclude without a word on Canon Benny’s lifelong love for the 

Blessed Virgin Mary! Born on 1 May, Mary’s Day, the month of May was a special one for 

him each year. No surprise that he died on a Saturday, Our Lady’s Day. In his devotion to 

Mary you could be forgiven for concluding Benny was madly in love with His Heavenly 

Mother.  Certainly the local Police reached that conclusion after advising him on the 

umpteenth time he had veered off the road, to stop saying the Rosary while driving.  
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Benny loved Lourdes and all Marian Pilgrimages. He encouraged new priests in their 

devotion to Her and never ended a funeral homily without invoking Mary and the Saints.  

 

We hope and pray that his eternal rest will be with lived out forever with the Risen Lord, 

with Our Lady, and in the glory of all the Angels and Saints. 

 

 

 


