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Dear Colleague, 

Welcome back to the new school session.  After the demands placed on you last session 
in continuing to deliver education in extremely difficult circumstances, we appreciate 
that you will continue to face challenges as we still come to terms with the continuing 
requirements to limit the dangers posed by Covid-19.  We will take advice from you as 
you follow local authority guidance as to how the Diocese can work with schools in 
these circumstances.  The Calendar, first issued to Head Teachers before Easter, will be 
kept under review.  Although we hope that the two Welcome to the New Session 
Masses will be able to go ahead, we are making contingency plans to have it 
livestreamed.    

The main focus of this edition is Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si’ – Care for our 
Common Home, (2015). Building on the teachings of Pope Saint John Paul II and Pope 
Benedict XVI, Pope Francis addresses his Encyclical to every person living on this planet, 
not just the Catholic world.  The title Laudato Si’ is taken from St Francis’ Canticle ‘Praise 
be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us…’  

Young people in our schools share the commitment of youth across the world to the 
need to take significant and timely action to address global warming and protect our 
environment.  ‘They wonder how anyone can be building a better future without 
thinking of the environmental crisis and the sufferings of the excluded.’ (Laudato Si’, 13). 
Many schools will address these concerns through the curriculum and will engage young 
people in working towards Eco Schools accreditation.   

Why is this important for the curriculum in Catholic schools?  In the April edition, which 
principally focussed on our Faith in Action programmes, we saw that the rationale for 
our charitable efforts was ‘the unbreakable bond between love of God and love of 
neighbour’ (Pope Benedict XVI).   

The driver for our work on the environment is our response to God’s call to care for His 
creation and its close link to our concern for the Common Good – in particular, how 
climate change disproportionately impacts the poor and disadvantaged.  Our concern 
for creation, therefore, is closely linked to concern for our neighbour.  Pope Francis 
stresses “that a true ecological approach must always become a social approach … so as 
to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” (Laudato Si’, 49). 

We hope that the articles which point to resources for both staff and pupils will be of 
practical use to you as you take forward this aspect of the curriculum.  In particular, we 
hope that schools will make the positive decision to become Laudato Si’ Schools. 

We would also draw your attention to our plans to set up a Diocesan Parent Forum with 
a representative from every Parent Council in the Diocese, strengthening 
communication between parents and the Diocese. 

Best wishes to you and all members of the school community for 2020-21. 

Best wishes  

Neil Roarty 
Director of Schools 
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Laudato Si’  

Schools’ Programme  

SCIAF, SCES and Justice and Peace have jointly 

developed a programme for schools to mark the fifth 

anniversary of the Encyclical Laudato Si’.  It will also 

complement schools’ work in preparation for the U.N. 

Climate Change Conference.  The Laudato Si’ schools’ 

programme aims to highlight the learning, prayer and 

action of school communities on the main theme of 

the Pope’s teaching in this encyclical:  

Our Call to Holiness: 

Our Christian responsibility to respond to the Social 

and Ecological crisis in our world. 

The programme is in three parts.   

• Part One invites schools to commit to being 

Laudato Si’ schools and to make a promise to 

respond to the social and ecological crisis in our 

world. 

• Part Two asks schools to use the teaching of Pope 

Francis as the emphasis for Learning, Prayer and 

Action.   

• Part Three involves schools evidencing their 

progress. 

Schools will choose to focus on a particular encyclical 

quote over a period of time and the programme will 

direct schools to various resources that will cover the 

learning, prayer and action elements. It is suggested 

that the programme will last five years but schools will 

become ‘Laudato Si’ schools’ from the outset and 

continue their learning thereafter.  

SCES plans to send out more information on the 

initiative and the resources at the beginning of 

August.  It is hoped that schools will ‘sign up’ in the 

new session and have their commitment prayer 

service during Catholic Education Week in November. 

PowerPoint for Assemblies 

God’s Precious Gift:  
Creation – Our World  

 

The Diocesan Education Department has produced a 

colourful PowerPoint for pupil assemblies, complete 

with teacher notes.  It will be emailed to Primary Head 

Teachers and R.E. Coordinators.  The aim of the 

presentation is to: 

• develop children’s understanding of the fact that 

God has given us the very precious gift of creation 

– Our World, our Common Home 

• encourage children to understand that we should 

care for and respect gifts that we are given; and 

how we can show this 

• raise awareness of the message of Laudato Si’ 

• help children to understand that as followers of 

Christ we all have a duty to be good stewards of 

our common home – the earth 

• raise awareness of the fact that engaging in ECO 

activities is being a good steward of our common 

home – linking ECO activities to Religious 

Education 

• encourage children to realise that poorest people 

in our world are more affected by climate change 

• support children in being proactive in positively 

supporting climate change through ECO activities 

• raise awareness of the Catholic Social Teaching 

theme, Care for God’s Creation. 
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SCIAF School Resources on Climate Change 

These resources for Primary and Secondary level look at SCIAF’s response during an 

international crisis.  They include lesson plans with videos and PowerPoints to share with 

your class. 

Primary  

Aimed at upper primary, this new resource looks at 
SCIAF’s response during an international crisis.  It will help 
you explore SCIAF’s emergency work, the impact of 
natural disasters on people and the planet, and how we 
are called to care for creation. 

The lesson plans contain detailed guidance for teachers 
and includes links to This is Our Faith and to Social Studies. 

TIOF Core Learning 

Reign of God 

• I know that SCIAF is a Catholic organisation which 
responds to the needs of the world.  

• I recognise that, in our Catholic school, we are called 
to demonstrate our care for the world by engaging in 
activities such as Eco committees. 

 
Experiences and Outcomes 

P6 RERC 2-24a – I have considered ways in which the 
Catholic community works together to show care for the 
world and for the needs of all people. I have reflected on 
the implications of this for my life and that of others.  

SOC 2-07b – I can describe the physical processes of a 
natural disaster and discuss its impact on people and the 
landscape.  

SOC 2-08a – I can discuss the environmental impact of 
human activity and suggest ways that we can live in a 
more environmentally responsible way. 

The lesson plans also set out specific learning intentions 
and success criteria. They also include a prayer template. 

The Case Studies feature: 

• Cyclone – Mozambique 

• Drought – Ethiopia 

• Earthquake – Ecuador and Indonesia 

• Flood – India and Mozambique 

• Tsunami – Indonesia. 

After you have completed both lessons in this resource 
pack, SCIAF will visit with a giant board game. The 
interactive game is designed to help pupils understand the 
impact of a natural disaster and SCIAF’s response. 

Secondary  

This new Secondary resource looks at SCIAF’s response 
during a natural or man-made disaster. The resources 
include links to videos, animations, PowerPoints and 
flashcards. 

The first lesson focuses on Church Teachings on poverty, 
and how they inform SCIAF’s response to an international 
crisis. The second lesson then encourages pupils to discuss 
and evaluate the effectiveness of SCIAF’s emergency 
response in relation to two situations: 

• The Refugee Crisis 

• East Africa Food Crisis. 
 

TIOF Core Learning 

Reign of God  

I have explored and can describe Church teaching on 
poverty - I can describe how others have responded to 
Church teaching on poverty (SCIAF).   

I have responded to the opportunity to participate in a 
prayer reflection relating to justice for the poor.  

I have responded to opportunities to pray for those who 
are suffering from injustice and for those who support and 
care for them. 

Experiences and Outcomes 

S2 RERC 3-24a - I have experienced opportunities to 
engage with issues of social injustice. I can describe how 
Church teaching in this area has affected my response and 
the responses of others to these issues (particular focus on 
emergency response). 

SOC 3-19b – Having considered responses to a recent 
international crisis, I can contribute to a discussion of the 
effectiveness of the response. 

The lesson plans also set out specific learning intentions 
and success criteria. 

Prayer and Reflection  

Prayer resources are provided for each international crisis 
to bring a reflective element to the lesson.  A number of 
prayers and reflections are provided that you can choose 
to suit your group. You can combine the prayer resources 
or use the provided ‘Liturgy of Hope in times of disaster’ 
folder, to offer a lunchtime prayer service. 
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A SCIAF Resource for P5 - Water is Life  

The revised Water is Life resource will be available 
from August 2020.  The focus of this resource is 
on the impact of the global water crisis and the 
sacredness of water throughout Scripture.  The 
aim is to give you and your pupils an overview of 
key issues relating to the theme of water while 
providing suggested activities for use in the 
classroom. 
Water is significant in both Scripture and the 
Catholic Church.  It cleanses and washes away 
impurities (Ezekiel 36:25).  When used at baptism 
it symbolises the washing away of original sin and 
our initiation as members of the Church. 
  
We need water to survive physically, we need 
God to survive spiritually.  In the account of Jesus 
meeting the Samaritan woman, “Jesus said, ‘…but 
whoever drinks the water I give them will never 
thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become 
in them a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.’” (John 4:14) 
  
Water is a fundamental human right. Our faith 
compels the Christian community to work in 
solidarity with people living in poverty to ensure 
their basic rights are being upheld. 
 
 
Core Learning – P5 RERC 2-01 

1. I have examined the powerful and life-giving 
nature of water in the natural world and in 
two or more passages from Scripture. 

2. I know that water was made holy by Jesus at 
his baptism and I recognise the importance of 
using water responsibly and not wasting or 
polluting it. 

3. I have discussed my experience of water and I 
recognise that water is essential for life, that 
it refreshes me, cleanses me and can give me 
joy. 

It will also make reference to other Experiences 
and Outcomes particularly SOC 2-08a (I can 
discuss the impact of environmental issues and 
suggest ways we can live more responsibly) and 
HWB 2-13a (I contribute time and talents and 
bring about positive change).  

 

Activities 

The resource will include real life 
stories of the people SCIAF serves 
relating to their experience of 
water and will have PowerPoint presentations, a 
prayer craft/display and an assembly outline that 
the P5 class can lead to the rest of the school.  
The section on Invisible Water contains figures 
which may prove startling about how much water 
is used in the production of everyday items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers  

The resource includes a section on prayers which 
include: 
 

Lord, we pray for people living  
without clean water, 

and for those who must travel  
long distances to collect it. 

Bless SCIAF’s work in helping people  
to access clean water. 

 
Lord, we pray that this school community 

can show that we care for our  
sisters and brothers around the world  

by looking after your creation 
and responding when we can to help  

people in need. 

Pair of jeans 9,842 litres 

T-shirt 2,700 litres 

Hamburger 2,500 litres 

Bar of chocolate 2,500 litres 

Glass of milk 208 litres 

Cup of coffee 140 litres 

Slice of bread 40 litres 

Sheet of paper 10 litres 
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Laudato Si’ - Care for our Common Home: 

A Study Guide  

The guide is divided into four sections: 

• Creation is a caress of God

• The climate is a common good

• A universal family

• We were made for love.

Each section comprises: 

• short passages from the encyclical
• witnesses from around the world and UK parishes
• reflections
• discussion questions
• ideas for action
• prayers.

SCIAF and CAFOD have published on their websites a Study Guide on Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato Si’ – Care 

for our Common Home.  It should prove useful for teachers planning programmes in relation to the 

environment and climate change.  It may also be possible to use it with Senior Phase pupils. 

In looking at the particular section on ‘The Climate 

is a Common Good’, one extract from the Encyclical 

is: 

‘Climate change is a global problem with grave 

implications: environmental, social, economic, 

political and for the distribution of goods.  It 

represents one of the principal challenges 

facing humanity today.’ 

The witness for this section is Edzil a young 

fisherman from the Philippines, who recounts his 

story of being at sea during Typhoon Haiyan when 

his boat was capsized by the huge waves.  He swam 

for three hours and was the only survivor among 

the crew.  On land, his parents’ home was 

obliterated, although they had managed to take 

refuge elsewhere.  Edzil now has plans to go back to 

school and study to become an engineer.  His 

mission is to look after his parents. 

The reflection includes a reference to a document 

by the Catholic Bishops of the Philippines (1988) 

which challenges the use of the word ‘progress’: 

‘We often use the word progress to describe 

what has taken place over the last few 

decades.  But can we say that there is real 

progress?  The poor are disadvantaged as ever 

and the natural world has been grievously 

wounded.’ 

The examination of conscience asks us to reflect on 

how we may have turned away from loving God, 

our neighbour and the earth.  It includes this 

question: 

Do I strive to cherish and protect creation, 

remembering that God is the creator of all?  

In what ways do I do this? 

The section on Action asks us to watch the film, The 

Common Good, at: 

cafod.org.uk/climatereflections 

Finally, the Prayer for this section is: 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned 

and forgotten of this earth, 

so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the earth and not 

prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, 

not pollution and destruction. 
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Opening Prayer 

As we gather together, let us 

take time to reflect on God’s 

gift of creation.  Help us to be 

mindful of our responsibility to 

care for the precious gift that 

God has given to us.  

Creation  

O Lord, grant us the grace to 

grow deeper in our respect 

and stewardship of your 

Creation.  Help us to recognise 

the sacredness of all your 

creatures as signs of your 

wondrous love.  Spark our 

imagination so that we might 

find new ways to live 

harmoniously with creation 

and new technologies, to 

reverse the damage we have 

done to your Creation.  Help us 

turn from the selfish 

consumption of resources 

meant for all, and to see the 

impacts of our choices on the 

poorest and most vulnerable 

on our planet.  Amen.   

(Adapted from Catholic Relief 

Services.) 

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, may the Church be a 

beacon of hope throughout 

the world, reminding us all of 

our responsibility to care for 

and protect God’s precious 

gift of creation.  Lord, in your 

mercy... 

Lord, open our eyes to 

recognise the goodness of all 

creation and help us to do 

what we can to restore and 

care for the wonderful gift 

that we have been given.  

Lord, in your mercy… 

Lord, grant our world leaders 

the wisdom to make just 

decisions which respect the 

earth and all that lives in it, 

especially those who are 

poorest and most vulnerable.  

Lord, in your mercy… 

Lord, help us to be good 

neighbours to each other and 

to the whole of creation, 

restoring and caring for all 

that God has made.  Lord, in 

your mercy… 

Head Teachers may wish to use this short 

reflection when discussing Catholic Social 

Teaching – Care for God’s Creation. 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Climate Change 
– Reflection for 
Teachers 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis 

1:1-2, 11-12, 20-31. 

In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth.  The earth 

was without form and void, and 

darkness was upon the face of the 

deep; and the Spirit of God was 

moving over the face of the waters.   

And God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation, plants yielding seed, and 

fruit trees bearing fruit in which is 

their seed, each according to its kind, 

upon the earth.” And it was so.  The 

earth brought forth vegetation, 

plants yielding seed according to their 

own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in 

which is their seed, each according to 

its kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 

And God said, “Let the waters bring 

forth swarms of living creatures, and 

let birds fly above the earth across 

the firmament of the heavens.”  So 

God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, 

with which the waters swarm, 

according to their kinds, and every 

winged bird according to its kind. And 

God saw that it was good.  And God 

blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the waters in the 

seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth.”  And there was evening and 

there was morning, a fifth day. 

And God said, “Let the earth bring 
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forth living creatures according to their 

kinds: cattle and creeping things and 

beasts of the earth according to their 

kinds.” And it was so.  And God made 

the beasts of the earth according to 

their kinds and the cattle according to 

their kinds, and everything that creeps 

upon the ground according to its kind. 

And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our 

image, after our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

and over the birds of the air, and over 

the cattle, and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps 

upon the earth.”   So God created man 

in his own image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he 

created them.  And God blessed them, 

and God said to them, “Be fruitful and 

multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 

it; and have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon 

the earth.”  And God said, “Behold, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed 

which is upon the face of all the earth, 

and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 

shall have them for food.  And to every 

beast of the earth, and to every bird of 

the air, and to everything that creeps on 

the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green 

plant for food.” And it was so.  And God 

saw everything that he had made, and 

behold, it was very good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, a sixth 

day. 

(Continued from page 6) 

Climate Change – Reflection for Teachers  

A Prayer for our Earth 
 

All powerful God, 
you are present in the universe 

and in the smallest of your creatures. 
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with your peace, that we may live 
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 
help us to rescue the abandoned 

and forgotten of this earth, 
so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 
that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, 
not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 
of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 
to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light. 
We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle, 
for justice, love and peace. 

Amen 
 

 
Published in Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ which is for all 
who believe in God who is the all-powerful Creator. 
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Schools may well wish to reflect on their work in relation to climate 

change and the environment.  These Challenge Questions and Features of 

Effective Practice are taken from the Developing in Faith appendix on 

Serving the Common Good, and have been adapted to relate specifically 

to this topic. 

 

Developing in Faith  

Challenge Questions relating to our Work on the Environment - Serving the Common Good 

How well do we root our environmental programmes within the four contexts of the curriculum and 
within the context of ‘Care for God’s Creation’? (Q.I. 2.2)  

How effective is our wider curriculum, for example through topics in Social Studies and interdisciplinary 
learning projects, at deepening children and young people’s understanding and appreciation of the social 
teaching of the Church on ‘Care for God’s Creation’ e.g. in relation to Laudato Si’, the teachings of 
previous Popes, and Scripture. (Q.I. 2.2)  

Features of Effective Practice 

Our Religious Education programmes engage young people in exploring key aspects of Catholic social 
teaching (in relation to the environment), particularly when covering ‘Reign of God’ strands of faith.  

Our wider curriculum, for example through topics in Social Studies and interdisciplinary learning projects, 
deepens children and young people’s understanding and appreciation of the social teaching of the 
Church, including on the environment.  

Our school curriculum is enriched through links with SCIAF and other appropriate agencies.  

We firmly root all climate/environmental programmes within a coherent framework of ‘Care for God’s 
Creation’.  

Our young people take leadership roles in ‘Care for God’s Creation’ programmes. 

We organise active groups on the climate/environment e.g. Justice and Peace and Eco School Committees 
which make an impact within the school, parish and local community. 

Our school assemblies highlight various issues relating to the climate/environment and the impact on the 
poor and disadvantaged. 

We invite guest speakers from groups such as SCIAF to address pupils on the climate/environment within 
the context of ‘Care for God’s Creation’. 

Various school groups include prayer and reflection on ‘Care for God’s Creation’ as part of their meetings 
and presentations to assemblies. 
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Pope Saint John Paul II 

Pope Saint John Paul II chose ‘Peace with God the 

Creator, Peace with all of Creation’ as his theme 

for the World Day of Peace for 1990.  He stated 

that the peace of the world was not only 

threatened ‘by the arms race, regional conflicts 

and continued injustices among peoples and 

nations, but also by a lack of due respect for 

nature, by the plundering of natural resources and 

by a progressive decline in the quality of life.’ 

He specifically addressed the issue of global 

warming: 

“The gradual depletion of the ozone layer and 

the related ‘greenhouse effect’ has now 

reached crisis proportions as a consequence of 

industrial growth, massive urban 

concentrations and vastly increased energy 

needs.  Industrial waste, the burning of fossil 

fuels, unrestricted deforestation, the use of 

certain types of herbicides, coolants and 

propellants: all of these are known to harm the 

atmosphere and environment.  The resulting 

meteorological and atmospheric changes 

range from damage to health to the possible 

future submersion of low-lying lands. 

While in some cases the damage already done 

may well be irreversible, in many other cases it 

can still be halted.  It is necessary, however, 

that the entire human community - individuals, 

States and international bodies - take seriously 

the responsibility that is theirs.” 

He went on to show the link between 

environmental issues and lack of respect for the 

dignity of the human person: 

“Often, the interests of production prevail over 

concern for the dignity of workers, while 

economic interests take priority over the good 

of individuals and even entire peoples. In these 

cases, pollution or environmental destruction is 

the result of an unnatural and reductionist 

vision which at times leads to a genuine 

contempt for man.” 

He pointed out the injustice of the materialism of 

the rich compared to the plight of the poor.  

“It is manifestly unjust that a privileged few 

should continue to accumulate excess goods, 

squandering available resources, while masses 

of people are living in conditions of misery at 

the very lowest level of subsistence. Today, the 

dramatic threat of ecological breakdown is 

teaching us the extent to which greed and 

selfishness - both individual and collective - are 

contrary to the order of creation, an order 

which is characterized by mutual 

interdependence.” 

In pointing the way ahead, Pope Saint John Paul 

highlighted the role of education: 

An education in ecological responsibility is 

urgent: responsibility for oneself, for others, 

and for the earth. This education cannot be 

rooted in mere sentiment or empty wishes.  Its 

purpose cannot be ideological or political.  It 

must not be based on a rejection of the modern 

world or a vague desire to return to some 

"paradise lost”.  Instead, a true education in 

responsibility entails a genuine conversion in 

ways of thought and behaviour.  Churches and 

religious bodies, non-governmental and 

governmental organisations, indeed all 

members of society, have a precise role to play 

in such education.  The first educator, however, 

is the family, where the child learns to respect 

his neighbour and to love nature. 

Care for God’s Creation – 

Papal Teaching 
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Pope Benedict XVI 

Pope Benedict XVI continued and developed his 

predecessor’s teaching on the environment in his 

Message for the World Day of Peace in 2010 - ‘If 

you Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation’. 

He pointed to the need to make use of natural 

resources in a way which does not cause 

problems for others and for future generations: 

Natural resources should be used in such a 

way that immediate benefits do not have a 

negative impact on living creatures, human 

and not, present and future; …  that human 

activity does not compromise the fruitfulness 

of the earth, for the benefit of people now 

and in the future.  

He asked that we develop sustainable energy 

resources and that wealthier countries share 

them with developing nations: 

Among the basic problems which the 

international community has to address is 

that of energy resources and the 

development of joint and sustainable 

strategies to satisfy the energy needs of the 

present and future generations.  This means 

that technologically advanced societies must 

be prepared to encourage more sober 

lifestyles, while reducing their energy 

consumption and improving its efficiency. At 

the same time there is a need to encourage 

research into … forms of energy with lower 

impact on the environment and a world-

wide redistribution of energy resources, so 

that countries lacking those resources can 

have access to them. 

Like Pope Saint John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI 

highlighted the impact of the exploitation of the 

earth’s resources by the wealthy on the poor and 

disadvantaged: 

Sad to say, it is all too evident that large 

numbers of people in different countries and 

areas of our planet are experiencing 

increased hardship because of the 

negligence or refusal of many others to 

exercise responsible stewardship over the 

environment. 

Pope Benedict spoke of the Church’s role in 

protecting creation: 

The Church has a responsibility towards 

creation, and she considers it her duty to 

exercise that responsibility in public life, in 

order to protect earth, water and air as gifts 

of God the Creator meant for everyone, and 

above all to save mankind from the danger 

of self-destruction.  

He went on to highlight the responsibility of 

everyone to build peace and care for creation: 

Protecting the natural environment in order 

to build a world of peace is thus a duty 

incumbent upon each and all.  It is an urgent 

challenge, one to be faced with renewed and 

concerted commitment; it is also a 

providential opportunity to hand down to 

coming generations the prospect of a better 

future for all.  May this be clear to world 

leaders and to those at every level who are 

concerned for the future of humanity: the 

protection of creation and peacemaking are 

profoundly linked!  For this reason, I invite all 

believers to raise a fervent prayer to God, 

the all-powerful Creator and the Father of 

mercies, so that all men and women may 

take to heart the urgent appeal: If you want 

to cultivate peace, protect creation. 

Care for God’s Creation – Papal Teaching  
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Pope Francis – Laudato Si’ (2015) 

The Spiritual Context  

He (Saint Francis) shows us just how inseparable is the 

bond between concern for nature, justice for the poor, 

commitment to society, and interior peace. (10)1 

The creation accounts in the Book of Genesis contain, in 

their own symbolic and narrative language, profound 

teachings about human existence and its historical reality.  

They suggest that human life is grounded in three 

fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with 

God, with our neighbour and with the earth itself. (66) 

Climate Change 

The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant 

for all.  At the global level, it is a complex system linked to 

many of the essentials for human life. (23) 

If present trends continue, this century may well witness 

extraordinary climate change and an unprecedented 

destruction of ecosystems, with serious consequences for 

all of us.  A rise in the sea level, for example, can create 

extremely serious situations, if we consider that a quarter 

of the world’s population lives on the coast or nearby. (25)  

Impact on the Poor 

Many of the poor live in areas particularly affected by 

phenomena related to warming, and their means of 

subsistence are largely dependent on natural reserves and 

ecosystemic services such as agriculture, fishing and 

forestry. (25) 

When nature is viewed solely as a source of profit and 

gain, this has serious consequences for society.  This… has 

engendered immense inequality, injustice and acts of 

violence against the majority of humanity, since resources 

end up in the hands of the first comer or the most 

powerful: the winner takes all. Completely at odds with 

this model are the ideals of harmony, justice, fraternity 

and peace as proposed by Jesus. (82) 

Future Generations  

Each community can take from the bounty of the earth 

whatever it needs for subsistence, but it also has the duty 

to protect the earth and to ensure its fruitfulness for 

coming generations. (67)  

Intergenerational solidarity is not optional, but rather a 

basic question of justice, since the world we have received 

also belongs to those who will follow us. (159) 

The Need for Action 

Many things have to change course, but it is we human 

beings above all who need to change. (202) 

There is an urgent need to develop policies so that, in the 

next few years, the emission of carbon dioxide and other 

highly polluting gases can be drastically reduced, for 

example, substituting for fossil fuels and developing 

sources of renewable energy. (26) 

A change in lifestyle could bring healthy pressure to bear 

on those who wield political, economic and social power. 

This is what consumer movements accomplish by 

boycotting certain products.  They prove successful in 

changing the way businesses operate, forcing them to 

consider their environmental footprint and their patterns 

of production…  This shows us the great need for a sense 

of social responsibility on the part of consumers. (206) 

Education in environmental responsibility can encourage 

ways of acting which directly and significantly affect the 

world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and 

paper, reducing water consumption, separating refuse, 

cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing 

care for other living beings, using public transport or car-

pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights, or 

any number of other practices.  All of these reflect a 

generous and worthy creativity which brings out the best 

in human beings.  Reusing something instead of 

immediately discarding it, when done for the right 

reasons, can be an act of love which expresses our own 

dignity. (211) 

Our Response as Christians  

All of us can cooperate as instruments of God for the care 

of creation, each according to his or her own culture, 

experience, involvements and talents. (14) 

There is nobility in the duty to care for creation through 

little daily actions. (211) 

All Christian communities have an important role to play 

in ecological education. (214) 

Living our vocation to be protectors of God’s handiwork is 

essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a 

secondary aspect of our Christian experience. (217)  

1
 The numbers in brackets refer to the paragraph numbers in the encyclical.  

Care for God’s Creation – Papal Teaching  
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The Diocese recognises and values the role of 

parents as ‘the first teachers of their child in the 

ways of faith’ and echoes the prayer during the 

Rite of Baptism that they might be ‘the best of 

teachers’.  We are, therefore, grateful for the 

work of Head Teachers and schools in developing 

a positive working relationship with parents, 

enabling them to contribute appropriately to the 

education of their children and the life of the 

school. 

In a particular way, we acknowledge the service of 

those parents who volunteer their time and 

talents to serve as members of their school’s 

Parent Council, an important vehicle for that 

relationship.  Within the Parent Council, we are 

also grateful for the work of the Church 

Representative, whose contribution completes 

the partnership of home, school and parish. 

The Strategic Plan of the Diocesan Education 

Department for Session 2020-21 includes a target 

aimed at enhancing this important partnership.   

In the first place, we ask every Parish Priest and 

School Chaplain to liaise with the Head Teacher to 

ensure that there is a Church Representative on 

every Parent Council by the time of its first 

meeting in August/September of this new 

session; and would ask that they give the person’s 

name, email address and telephone number to 

the Diocesan Education Department by mid-

September at the latest.   

Our second action will be to set up a Diocesan 

Parent Forum with a representative from every 

Parent Council in the Diocese.  We will 

communicate arrangements in due course. 

 

 

What will be its function? 

It is our hope that members of the Diocesan 

Forum will help us to build a constructive working 

relationship between every Parent Council and 

the Diocese, enabling us to listen to your 

aspirations and concerns.  We also hope it will 

strengthen the communication between Parent 

Councils and the Church Representatives on the 

three local authorities across the Diocese.   

We will also value the advice of the Diocesan 

Forum in planning appropriate training and 

support for Parent Councils concerning the faith 

life of our schools and the statutory rights of the 

Church in relation to education. 

It is not our intention for this Diocesan body to 

become an undue burden on Parent Council 

members who are already giving up their time to 

work on behalf of their own school.  We hope that 

it will become a source of advice and support for 

them in undertaking their important roles. 

A representative of our Diocesan of Forum will sit 

on the National Parent Forum which is being 

established by the Scottish Catholic Education 

Service (SCES) to represent the views of the 

parents of young people attending Catholic 

schools to the Scottish Government and other 

national bodies. 

Diocesan Parent Forum 
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As part of our Strategic Plan, we will be consulting schools and parishes on a draft Diocesan document 

‘Chaplaincy in Catholic Schools: A School-Parish Partnership’. 

The document sets out: 

 The centrality of school chaplains and chaplaincy as a whole-school responsibility; 

 What schools can expect of chaplains; 

 What chaplains can expect of schools; 

 Evaluating Chaplaincy – Links to Developing in Faith. 

The Charter for Catholic Schools in Scotland (SCES) states that Catholic schools have a ‘commitment to the 

spiritual formation of the school community, through the shared experience of prayer and liturgy and in 

partnership with local parishes.’ 

Archbishop J. Michael Miller C.S.B., former Secretary of the Sacred Congregation for Education, sets out ‘Five 

Essential Marks of Catholic Schools’ 1.  As part of the characteristic that Catholic Schools should be animated 

by Communion and Community, he describes the features of the school’s physical environment: 

“From the first moment that a student sets foot in a Catholic school, he or she ought to 

have the impression of entering a new environment, one illumined by the light of faith, and 

having its own unique characteristics…… 

They (schools) should express physically and visibly the external signs of Catholic culture 

through images, symbols, icons, and other objects of traditional devotion.  A chapel, 

classroom crucifixes and statues, liturgical celebrations …. should be evident. 

Prayer should be a normal part of the school day, so that students learn to pray in times of 

sorrow and joy, of disappointment and celebration, of difficulty and success.  Such prayer 

teaches students that they belong to the communion of saints, a community that knows no 

bounds.  The sacraments of the Eucharist and Reconciliation in particular should mark the 

rhythm of a Catholic school’s life.  Mass should be celebrated regularly, with the students 

and teachers participating appropriately.  Traditional Catholic devotions should also have 

their place: praying the Rosary, decorating May altars, singing hymns, reading from the 

Bible, recounting the lives of the saints, and celebrating the Church’s liturgical year.” 

If this ideal is to be achieved, schools and parishes will require to work in close partnership, building on much 

existing good practice.  Equally, it will require that chaplaincy is a whole-school responsibility, not just the role 

of the Head Teacher, R.E. Coordinator in Primary Schools or the Religious Education Department in the 

Secondary School. 

We look forward to listening to the views of Head Teachers, teachers and priests, so that we can 

agree the features of effective practice across the Diocese and work together to ensure the 

highest quality in the spiritual formation of children and young people 

1 
Miller, J.M., Five Essential Marks of Catholic Schools in The Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic Schools (Atlanta: Sophia 

Institute Press, 2006, Chapter 3)  

Chaplaincy in Catholic Schools 
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When Bishop John appointed his new Diocesan Education Team last session, he asked us to produce a 

Strategic Plan which will develop a coherent approach to the Diocese’s work with schools.   

The draft Strategic Plan will be subject to consultation with schools.  Based upon the mission of Catholic 

Education - the integral education and formation of human person - it seeks to integrate the faith life of the 

school with Curriculum for Excellence, Getting It Right for Every Child and national and local authorities’ 

improvement agenda.   It also sets out links to Acts of the Diocesan Synod. 

The Plan is informed by judgements based upon the evidence which we have gathered through: 

Unfortunately, due to the closure of schools before Easter and the huge challenges faced by schools in coping 

with extremely difficult circumstances, Head Teachers were understandably unable to return their Developing 

in Faith audits which would have also informed the Strategic Plan.  As we go through the consultation 

process, we will listen to the views of Head Teachers as they identify support needs from the Diocese.  We 

will also consult with Primary R.E. Coordinators, Principal Teachers of Religious Education, chaplains and 

other partners to ensure the Plan meets their needs as we work in partnership to improve outcomes in the 

spiritual lives of young people. 

Targets for 2020-21 are: 

Diocesan Education Department’s Strategic Plan 

 visits to the eight School Clusters

 meetings of the CHAPS Executive and Secondary Head Teachers

 meetings of R.E. Coordinators

 meetings of Principal Teachers of Religious Education

 visits to individual schools

 meetings of school chaplains and individual chaplains.

 Building up the Diocesan Family of Schools

 Offering Appropriate CLPL

 Developing Leadership for Learning in Faith

 Supporting Curriculum Planning

 Meeting Learners’ Needs on their Faith Journeys

 Supporting Parents as ‘First Educators’

 Supporting Chaplains and Parishes

 Engaging Effectively with Partners and Stakeholders.
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In future editions, In future editions, we wish to use Centred on Christ to continue to share good practice 

across the Diocese.  We are looking for short Case Studies on an aspect of the Catholic life of our schools.  A 

structure might be: 

We have already enjoyed and learned from the Case Studies in previous editions on Christian Meditation, 

Beautiful Attitudes Awards and Trying to Get Fairness Right.  We would welcome any examples of good 

practice on: 

Given the main focus of this edition is on the environment, it would be interesting to learn how schools have 

made explicit links between Eco Schools and God’s call to care for His creation. 

Diocesan Contacts 

Canon Michael McMahon Director of Education education@rcdop.org.uk 

Neil Roarty Director of Schools Director.Schools@rcdop.org.uk 

Anne Marie Mullan Primary Advisor primaryadvisor@rcdop.org.uk 

Stephen Parsons Secondary Advisor secondaryadvisor@rcdop.org.uk 

Dorothy Graham Church Representative eastrenfreweducation@rcdop.org.uk 

Frances Gilpin Church Representative inverclydeeducation@rcdop.org.uk 

Jack Nellaney Church Representative renfreweducation@rcdop.org.uk 

Case Studies 

• How did the work begin? 

• What is involved/how does it operate? 

• What are the benefits for young people, the school and/or the parish community? 

• What advice would you give other schools wishing to start similar projects/groups? 

• The curriculum (in terms of any of the four contexts) 

• Partnership with parents 

• School-Parish Liaison 

• Prayer and Liturgy  

• Retreat Programmes 

• Serving the Common Good (eg SSVP Groups, Pro-Life, Missio, SCIAF and Aid to the Church in Need). 
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Month Date Day Time Event Location Target Group 

AUG 26 Wed 4pm Welcome to New Session St Mirin’s Cathedral All staff – particularly NQTs 

AUG 27 Thu 4pm Welcome to New Session St John’s, Port Glasgow All staff – particularly NQTs 

SEP 11 Fri 10-2.15pm Vocations Conference Cathedral Halls S6 

SEP 18 Fri 10am P7 Vocations Mass St Mirin’s Cathedral P7 (Renfrew & E Renfrew) 

SEP 22 Tue 7pm Diocesan Vocations Mass St Mirin’s Cathedral 
S1-S6 pupils 

(Primary pupils welcome) 

SEP 23 Wed 9.30am ACN Youth Rally Motherwell Concert Hall S1-S6 pupils 

SEP 25 Fri 10am P7 Vocations Mass St Andrew’s, Greenock P7 (Inverclyde) 

OCT 25 Sun 2-6pm Primary School Reflection St Fergus, Paisley P4-P7 

OCT 27 Tue 10-2.15pm Caritas Conference Cathedral Hall Caritas Candidates 

NOV 8 Sun 2-6pm S1-S2 Reflection  St Mirin’s Chaplaincy S1-S2 

NOV 15 Sun 2-6pm S3-S6 Reflection  St Mirin’s Chaplaincy S3-S6 

NOV 16-30   Catholic Education Week Schools and parishes All schools 

NOV 25 Wed  Red Wednesday (ACN) School-based events All schools 

NOV 29 Sun 2-6pm Primary Advent Day St John’s, Barrhead P4-P7 

DEC 9 Wed 4.15pm Advent Reflection Service St Conval’s, Linwood Primary and Secondary HTs 

FEB 17 Wed  Ash Wednesday School-based All schools 

FEB 24 Wed 4.15pm Lenten Reflection Service St Conval’s, Linwood Primary and Secondary HTs 

FEB 28 Sun 2-6pm S1-S2 Lenten Reflection St Mirin’s Chaplaincy S1-S2 

MAR 3 Wed 

7pm  

Lenten Stations Masses 
(High Schools, partner 
Primary Schools and  

local parishes) 
Secondary Schools are asked 
to lead music; and Primary 
Schools to lead the Prayers 

of the Faithful and Offertory 
Procession. 

St Joseph’s, Greenock St Columba’s Cluster 

MAR 4 Thu St Laurence’s, Greenock Notre Dame Cluster 

MAR 10 Wed 
Holy Family, Port 

Glasgow 
St Stephen’s Cluster 

MAR 11 Thu St Bernadette’s, Erskine Trinity Cluster 

MAR 17 Wed St Fergus’, Paisley St Andrew’s Cluster 

MAR 18 Thu St John’s, Barrhead St Luke’s Cluster 

MAR 24 Wed St Joseph’s, Clarkston St Ninians’s Cluster 

MAR 25 Thu St Aidan’s, Johnstone St Benedict’s Cluster 

MAR 14 Sun 2-6pm Primary Lent Day St Laurence’s, Greenock P4-P7 

MAR 28 Sun 2-6pm World Youth Day St Mirin’s Cathedral S3-S6 

MAY 10-14   ACN Rosary for Peace School-based P1-P7 

MAY 13 Thu  Ascension Day School-based P1-S6 

MAY 23 Sun 2-6pm Primary Pentecost Day St Fergus, Paisley P4-P7 

JUN 8 Tue 9.45-3pm 
Teaching in Catholic Schools 

Conference 
Cathedral Halls S6 

JUN 9 Wed 4.30pm Thanksgiving Mass St Mirin’s Cathedral 
Primary & Secondary NQTs, 

their Mentors and HTs 

NB:  The Feasts of The Assumption and All Saints fall on a Sunday this year.  

 Diocesan Education Calendar: 2020-21 


