
Day 4: Intercession for Youth and Schools 

“Ah, Sovereign Lord,” I said “I do not know how to speak.  I am only a child”.  “But the Lord said to me 
‘Do not say I am only a child’.  You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command 
you to.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you” declares the Lord.  Jeremiah 
1:6-9 

Meditation 
Jeremiah claimed he was unable to be a prophet because of his youth; God nevertheless 
made him his spokesman and his objection is denied immediately by the Lord. 

Youth and inexperience do not disqualify when God calls.  He equips and sustains those he 
commissions.  God’s promise of his continuing presence should calm the fears of the most 
reluctant of prophets.  The Lord does not promise that Jeremiah will not be persecuted or 
imprisoned, but that no serious harm will come to him. 

The challenges that we face today as young people, earnestly seeking to follow a righteous 
path may seem overwhelming and impossible.  Yet God calls and equips us, even when we 
ourselves feel ill prepared and inadequate. 

This year the Catholic Community in Scotland is celebrating the centenary of the 1918 
Education Act; an Act that brought about the advancements in Catholic Education that are 
enjoyed by our young people today. Our schools are communities of faith helping our 
young people grow in their knowledge and experience of God’s love and presence in their 
lives.  

In Primary schools, where they are prepared to receive the Sacraments and to learn that faith 
grows when it is put into practice for the good of others.  In Secondary schools where the 
understanding of faith deepens and grows in conjunction with their knowledge of the 
academic subjects that prepare them for adult life.  The growth taking place in the context of 
faith where young Catholic women and men are given a vision for their lives; one of service 
and commitment to each other and to the common good.  

 
Pope St John Paul II exhorts young people of the world to seek Christ the Redeemer in his 
addresses at World Youth Days: 

"Young people of the world, listen to what Christ the Redeemer is saying to you! 'To all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.' The World Youth Day 
challenges you to be fully conscious of who you are as God's dearly beloved sons and daughters." – 
Denver, USA, 1993 

"You, young people have in a special way the task of witnessing today to the faith; the commitment to 
bring the Gospel of Christ - the Way, the Truth and the Life - into the third Christian Millennium, to 
build a new civilisation - a civilisation of love, of justice and of peace." - Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain, 1989 
 

Prayer 

Lord, bless the young people of our diocese. Grant them the grace and courage to stand up 
for You in every challenge that they meet.  Guide them in the decisions and choices that they 
make and lead each one into a deeper, and fuller relationship with you. 

 


